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7th M chigan Volunteer Infantry, Co. B, Inc.

PREFACE

Dear 7th Michigan Member:

This manual has been prepared to help ease your transition back into the 1860's. The manua is
divided into ten main sections:
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w
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0. BYLAWS (Asamended January 21, 2007)

We sincerely hope that the information and insights provided in this manua will help answer
most of your questions and/or concerns you might have about the 7th Michigan and Civil War
reenacting. Please fedl free to contact any of our members should you have any additional
guestions after reading this manual.

--7th Michigan Volunteer Infantry,
Company B., Inc.--




1. Introduction

(7th Michigan Volunteer Infantry, Company B., Inc.)

We would like to extend a warm welcome to all new members of the 7th Michigan Volunteer
Infantry, Company B., Inc. The 7th Michigan is a family oriented, federally tax exempt,
Michigan nonprofit corporation organized exclusively for the purpose of fostering and preserving
the history of the Civil War era (1861- 1865) through public discussions and demonstrations of
living history, Civil War battle reenactments, camp life, military drills, parades, memoridls,
ceremonies and other related public portrayals of historically accurate Civil War era military and
civilian lifestyles and activities. The Corporation is funded entirely through membership dues,
public donations and fund raising activities.

Membership in the 7th Michigan Volunteer Infantry, Company B is open to anyone 18 years or
older who desires to participate in Civil War era events and activities. Individuals less than 18
years may be permitted as an Associate Member provided that he/she has secured the agreement
of a current Corporation Member willing to assume the responsibility of sponsorship, guidance
and supervision. All Members have equal say and voting rights at al Corporation meetings.

The Corporation is composed of a seven-person Board of Directors, annually elected by the
membership, and at various times, five standing committees. Military, Fife and Drum Corps,
Civilians, Living History (Specialty civilian and military impressions) and Quartermaster. The
President of the Corporation with the concurrence of the Board of Directors appoints the
chairpersons of the five standing committees. New Members/Associate Members into the 7th
Michigan are subject to a two-year probationary period. During this time, the Member/Associate
Member is requested to acquire the necessary uniform, clothing, accouterments and/or equipment
associated with the chosen impression. An extension of the probation period may be granted to
any member/Associate Member who is actively trying to comply.

The 7th Michigan Volunteer Infantry, Company B., Inc. participates in numerous memorials,
programs, ceremonies, parades, living history demonstrations and battle reenactments within
Michigan as well as outside Michigan. It is one of the few Michigan Civil War organizations to
have been invited to a Presidentia inaugura parade. In recent years, the Corporation has been
actively and prominently participating in various commemorative anniversary National Battle
Reenactments of the Civil War held throughout the country. The 7th Michigan Volunteer
Infantry, Company B., Inc. has annually co-sponsored, and hosted, the largest Civil War
reenactment in the Mid-West; the Jackson Cascades (Michigan) Civil War Muster.




2. HISTORY
(7th Michigan Volunteer Infantry, Company B)

The 7th Michigan Volunteer Infantry was organized in September, 1861. It was composed of 10
Companies from various parts of Michigan. Company B of the 7th Michigan was organized in
Mason, Michigan and was known as the "Curtenious Guard’. Company B was initialy
commanded by Captain Philip McKernon of Mason until 26 September 1861. Its second
commander was Captain (later, Lt. Colonel) Amos C. Steele, also of Mason. Lt. Colondl
Steele was killed in action at Gettysburg on 3 July 1863. The 7th Michigan regiment left
Monroe, Michigan on 5 September 1861 with 884 officers and men. The Regiment was attached
to the 3rd Brigade, 2nd Division, 2nd Corps of the Army of the Potomac. The 7" Michigan was
brigaded with the 19" Massachusetts, the 20" Massachusetts, and the 42™ and 49" New Y ork
more or |ess continuously through out the war. *

The 7th Michigan Regiment fought in all maor battles while attached to the Army of the
Potomac. In particular, it wrote itself into the annals of history at the battle of Fredricksburg
(12/62) when the Regiment crossed the Rappahannock River under heavy sharpshooters fire,
dislodged the enemy from their rifle pits and ensured the safe passage for the rest of the Army. It
was aso one of the regiments that formed the "Bloody Angle" at the battle of Gettysburg (7/63)
that helped to repel Pickett's famous charge. Other major battles in which the 7th Michigan
Regiment participated included: Savage Station (6/62), Malvern Hill (7/62), 2nd Bull Run, (8/62),
Antietam (9/62), Chancellorsville (5/63), Haymarket (6/63), Wilderness (6/64), Spotsylvania
(5/64), and the Siege of Petersburg (6/64-4/65).

The 7th Michigan Regiment Volunteer Infantry participated in the "Grand Review" in
Washington, D.C. on 23 May 1865. On 5 July 1865, it was mustered out of service and then
returned to Jackson, Michigan where it was paid and disbanded. During the War, the 7th
Michigan Volunteer Infantry suffered a total loss of 338 officers and men. Of the 338 who died,
6 officers and 123 men where killed in action, 5 officers and 47 men died of wounds suffered in
battle and 3 officers and 154 men died of disease.

3. /THMICHIGANMILITARY COMMITTEE

(7th Michigan Volunteer Infantry, Company B. [Reactivated])

' For additional reading about the 7" Michigan Volunteer Infantry see: “ The Seventh Michigan
Volunteer Infantry” by David G. Townsend, and the “History of the Nineteenth Regiment
Massachusetts Volunteer I nfantry, 1861-1865" compiled by Ernest L. Waitt. Many accountsin this

book detail the action the 7" Michigan took part in.
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The 7th Michigan Military Committee is composed of al Corporate Members and Associate
Members who portray a generic infantry impression. The members of the Military Committee
constitute the 7th Michigan Volunteer Infantry, Company B (reactivated). The reactivated 7th
Michigan is composed of privates and noncommissioned and commissioned officers.
Noncommissioned and commissioned officers are elected annually. Each member of the
reactivated 7th Michigan is expected to acquire all the necessary uniform, accouterments and
weapons requirements and to become well versed in the various period drills, mannerisms and
etiquette appropriate for their rank. All new members are strongly urged to acquire the basic
uniform, weapons and accouterments as expeditiously as possible. A period of two years is
generally allowed for privates to obtain the required equipment. The 7" Michigan Vol. Inf. Co B,
Inc. does have a few items of equipment available for loan to new members during their initia
two year membership period.

The organization, composition and responsibilities of the Military Committee are presented in
Section | - 111 and the rules, regulations and guidelines of the 7th Michigan Volunteer Infantry,
Company B (reactivated) are presented in Section 1V below.

I. COMPOSITION

A. Chairman - Appointed by the President with concurrence by the Board of Directors.

B. Executive Council (See Section Il).

C. Jackson Military Event Subcommittee (See Section 111).

D. 7th Michigan Volunteer Infantry, Company B - reactivated (See Section V).

E. Membership - All Corporate Members and Associate Members who portray a generic Infantry
impression.

[1. EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
A. Composition - Military Committee Chairman 2, Captain, Lieutenant, 1st, 2nd, & 3rd Sgts, all
Cpls, Fife and Drum Representative, Living History Representative, Commissary Representative,
Quartermaster and Jackson Military Events Subcommittee Chairs.
B. Responsihilities:
1. Developing and maintaining of daily military schedules at 7th Michigan hosted events,
2. Assuring adherence to daily military schedules by 7th Michigan troops a non-7th
Michigan hosted events,
3. Training of new and drilling of existing 7th Michigan troops,
4. Representing, as well as possible given the level of troop participation, correct period
military portrayals at parades, color guards and other formal ceremonies,
5. Encouraging greater adherence to first-person portrayals by 7th Michigan troops at 7th
Michigan hosted and non-hosted events,
6. Assuring that all 7th Michigan military members' modern anachronisms are either out
of sight or out of the military camp,
7. Coordinating all military and non-military portrayals and activities which take place
within the military camp,
8. Providing guidance to members regarding rules, regulations, guidelines, uniforms,
weapons, and accouterment requirements (See Section IV-A),

2 The Chairman of the Military Committee can be the commissioned officers, or any of the non-commissioned
officers




9. Providing for yearly elections of 7th Michigan Volunteer Infantry, Company B
(Reactivated) Infantry impressions (See Section IV-B),

10. Assuring that all Jackson Military Event Subcommittees responsibilities are fulfilled,
11. Providing for periodic review and amendment to the rules, regulations and guidelines
governing the 7th Michigan Volunteer Infantry, Company B (reactivated). All changesto
the rules, regulations and guidelines shall require an affirmative vote of 51% of the
Executive Council and concurrence by the Board of Directors, and

12. Other responsibilities as are assigned by the Board of Directors of the Corporation.

1. JACKSON MILITARY EVENT SUBCOMMITTEES
A. Composition:
1. USA Camps and Police Tent Subcommittee,
2. Modern Camping Troop Detail Subcommittee,
3. Other Subcommittees as created by the Executive Council of the Military Committee or
by the direction of the Board of Directors of the Corporation.
B. Responsibilities may include but are not limited to:
1. Design and layout of Union Camp and operation of Union Police Tent,
2. Assuring that all reenactor weapons are inspected,
3. Arranging for and assuring that the battlefield is secured before, during and after the
battle, and is policed after the battle,
4. Assuring the participation of the 7th Michigan "modern camping” troops in military
activities (drills, camp life and details),
5. Assuring that the Camp Mess has enough "VOLUNTEERS®
6. Assuring that the Union Infantry, Cavalry and Artillery Camps are cleaned up, and
7. Other responsibilities as are assigned by the Executive Council of the Military
Committee.

IV.7TH MICHIGAN VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, COMPANY B. (Reactivated)

A. Rules, Regulations and Guidelines
1. The 7th Michigan Volunteer Infantry, Company B (reactivated) shall be composed of a
Captain, Lieutenant, 1st Sgt., 2nd Sgt., 3rd Sgt., aminimum of 3 Cpls and a maximum of
six Cpls, Privates, Field Music (Fife and Drum Corps.) and any other Infantry impressions
so designated and approved by the Executive Council of the Military Committee.
2. All new Members and Associate Members of the Corporation who desire to portray a
generic infantry impression shall be given the rank of Private.
3. The impressions of Captain, Lieutenant, 1st Sgt., 2nd Sgt, 3rd Sgt, Corporal; and other
generic Infantry impressions approved by the Executive Council shall be elected. Only
those elected shall be authorized to wear the appropriate rank unless brevetted to do so by
the Captain.
4. All members of the 7th Michigan Volunteer Infantry, Company B (reactivated) shall be
required to obtain the uniform, weapon, accouterments and equipment per their
impression as outlined in Section IV-C.
5. All military rules, regulations, drills protocol, etc. shall adhere as close as possible to
those outlined in the following documents:
U.S. Army Regulations (1861)
U.S. Army Regulations (1863)
Hardee s Rifle & Light Infantry Tactics, Vol. 1 and 2.
Coupees (1863)
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Casey' s Infantry Tactics
6. The Captain shall have the power to brevet up to the rank of Lieutenant.
7. Command of the 7th Michigan Volunteer Infantry, Company B (reactivated) at all
Corporate attended events and activities shall vest in the Captain or in his absence, the
highest ranking elected or brevetted officer or NCO present.
8. The Captain may request, but shall not be able to require, any Officer or NCO to reduce
his elected rank at an event where a preponderance of that rank is present.
9. Rank above that elected may be worn at events with the prior approval of the Executive
Council of the Military Committee.

B. Annual Elections
1. The Infantry impressions to be elected annually are: Captain, Lieutenant, 1st Sgt., 2nd
Sgt, 3rd Sgt and Cpl (3 to 6) and other impressions as are deemed needed by the
Executive Council of the Military Committee.
2. The meeting for election of Infantry impressions shall take place at a place and time
determined by the Executive Council. A notice providing the date, place and time shall be
provided to all members of the Military Committee by means of either the Corporation's
newsletter or by special notice at least 1 month prior to the proposed meeting date. The
preferable time for the election would be at the genera members meeting in October of
each year.
3. A quorum for the meeting shall be constituted by the presence of the Military
Committee Chairman or his designee and whoever else is present from the noticed
membership of the Military Committee.
4. Qualified electors shall be Corporate Members and Associate Members who portray a
generic Infantry impression. Qualified electors must be present to vote.
5. All nominations shall be made from the floor.
6. Nominees for an Infantry impression shall have been a member or associate member of
the Corporation for at least one year prior to the date of the election.
7. Terms of the elected Infantry impressions shall be from January 1 to December 31 or
until aduly noticed election is held.
8. Elected Infantry impressions may be vacated voluntarily by submittal of awritten letter
of resignation to the Chairman of the Military Committee.
9. Individuals holding an elected Infantry impression may be removed with cause by 3/4
vote of the Executive Council of the Military Committee.
10. Elected Infantry impressions vacated during the year may be filled for the remainder
of the unexpired term by appointment by the Executive Council of the Military
Committee.

C. Basic Uniform, Accouterments and Weapon Requirements: (See figure lat the end of this
chapter for photographs of the maor items listed below. These items may be purchased new or
used. See chapter 8 for Sutler listings.)

PRIVATE

Required:
Dark-blue wool sack coat,
Sky-blue wool pants,
Period suspenders,




Gray wool socks,?

Jefferson or period-looking shoes or boots,

Bummer,

Period cotton shirt,

Waist belt with oval "U.S." brass buckle,

Cartridge box with tins, ding, oval "U.S." and round brass eagle plate affixed,
Cap box,

U.S. canteen,

Black-tarred haversack,

Three-banded percussion musket with sling, bayonet and frog (Springfield or Enfield),
Percussion caps and authentically rolled cartridges,

(Period eye-glass frames or contact lenses for those who need glasses),

Optional:
Half-shelter tent,
Poncho and/or gum blanket,
Copy of "Casey Infantry Tactics",
Sky-blue wool infantry great coat,*
Dark-blue wool frock coat with light-blue piping and shoulder scales,
Dark-blue shell jacket,
Slouch hat, brass eagle and blue infantry cord are optional,
Trimmed hardee's hat,
Dark-blue wool vest,
Gray or dark blue wool blanket,
Soft knapsack,
Tin cup and plate and period silverware,
Period cookingware,
Miscellaneous camp equipment,

CORPORAL

Required:
Same as private PLUS,
Corpora chevrons,
Copy of Hardee' s U.S. Infantry Tactics (1861),

Optional:
Same as private PLUS,
12" Corporal stripes on pants,

SERGEANT
Required:

Same as private PLUS,
Sergeant chevrons,”

3 Woolen socks were often sent from home to the soldiers and came in a variety of colors. Most were asolid color,
but some were striped. Shirts also were sent from home and generally were cotton or wool flannel.
* |f you are considering buying a great coat, make sure it is an infantry great coat, not a cavalry great coat.
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Copy of Hardee's U.S. Infantry (1861),
Copy of Coupee Field Manual (1861),

Optional:
Same as private PLUS,
1v%" Sergeant stripes on pants,
NCO sword and hanger,
NCO sash,
Pistol, holster and cartridge box,

CAPTAIN AND LIEUTENANT

Required:
Junior officer (single-breasted) dark-blue frock coat with Infantry
Shoulder straps with light-blue field,
Dark-blue wool vest with infantry "I" buttons,
Dark-blue wool pants with light-blue piping, or sky blue wool pants with dark blue piping.
Period suspenders,
Gray wool socks,
Field officer's sash,
Kepi or bummer with embroidered bugle, or slouch hat, embroidered bugle and black and gold
hat cord with gold acorns,
Jefferson or period boots,
Period cotton shirt,
1854 foot officer's sword with leather or metal scabbard,
Sword belt (full rig),
Gold sword knot,
U.S. canteen,
Black-tarred haversack,
Gauntlets (buff),
Copy of Hardee's Rifle & Light Infantry Tactics (1861).
Copy of Coupee Field Manual (1863),
Copy of 1861 or 1863 U.S. Army Regulations,
(Period frames or contact lenses for those who where glasses)

buttons,

Optional:
Pistol, holster, cap box and cartridge box,
Trimmed Hardees hat,
White gloves,
Epaulets,
Dark-blue wool great coat,
Poncho,
Wool blanket,
Wall tent or 6' or 9' A-frame,
Tin cup, plate and silverware,
Period cookingwear,
Miscellaneous camp equipment.

® First sergeant’s stripes also have a diamond lozenge.




V. IMPRESSION GUIDANCE

New members should make an effort to study the mannerisms and customs of the Victorian age
as well as study information on common soldiers during the Civil War. See Chapter 8 Resource
Directory for references. First person impressions (portraying or acting the part of a soldier from
1861 to 1865) are difficult to do, but can be a rewarding and challenging aspect of the hobby.
There is nothing that ruins an impression more at a re-enactment for fellow reenactors and the
public than for modern anachronisms (coolers, modern cigarettes, beer cans, modern eye glasses,
automobiles in camps, etc) to be visible and apparent. New reenactors are encouraged to be
discreet with modern anachronisms and to try to conduct afirst person impression.

1 —-Waist belt, 2 — Cap box, 3 — Enfield bayonet, scabbard and frog, 4 — Enfield musket,
5 — Springfield bayonet, 6 —1861 Springfield, 7 — Springfield bayonet and scabbard,
8 — US Belt buckle, 9 — Cartridge box and belt with breast plate.




